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Submissions Are Now Open!

With the onset of 2025, submissions open for the HMWG's 7th short-story anthology,
‘NEIGHBOURS'. This is an opportunity to improve your writing skKills, practice the editorial process,
and get your work published!

To submit your manuscript, email anthologyhmwg@gmail.com
Here are a couple of reminders before submitting:

- You should not be sending in a rough draft, but a finished good copy of your work (after receiving
feedback from your peers). This is a good opportunity for guild members to support one another
while practising editing and improving their work.

- Manuscripts should be double-spaced, up to size 12 font and be saved as either .doc, .docx, or .pdf
files

- Do not include any personal details in your manuscript document, such as your name. This
information (Name, Address, and Phone Number) should be in the body of your email, instead.

- If you wish to participate in the anthology but not the contest, state such in your email.

-All proceeds will be donated to the local charity Neighbour to Neighbour.

-Submissions close at midnight, March 31st, 2025.




Writing Journey, by Sheryl Fletcher

| first started writing at the age of seven, crafting short stories and poetry, knowing even then that
becoming a writer was my dream. Later, | embarked on my journey as a novelist, inspired by my
childhood love for Judy Blume’s work. Determined to create books for tweens with a similar heartfelt
tone, | poured my passion into stories that resonated with young readers. Seeing all three books
published and earning membership in the Writers' Union of Canada remains one of my proudest

achievements.

After completing my first three books, | dreamed of turning them into a TV series and decided to
pursue a kids' production company. | was fortunate to meet a seasoned kids' producer who not only
offered invaluable insights but also became a mentor. With her guidance, | learned how to craft a TV

pitch and secured my first option agreement with her company.

We pitched the project, titled Tween Queen, to the Family Channel, and they liked it, taking it into
pre-development for ten months. | was hooked—this form of writing was so different from novels
and opened up a whole new creative world for me. Inspired by the experience, | decided to try my
hand at screenwriting. | immersed myself in reading countless scripts, and after building enough

confidence, | wrote my first indie screenplay.

As | continued writing and building my writer's CV, | focused on developing relationships with
producers, steadily growing my contact list. | reached out through emails, phone calls, and countless
“coffee trips” to Toronto and beyond to introduce myself and my work. This effort allowed me to
compile a solid list of producers | could query whenever | completed a new project. A crucial tip for
aspiring screenwriters is to stay informed about industry trends and know which genres are

currently in demand.

Now, many years later, with over twenty scripts under my belt, | have several optioned projects with
various producers, most of which have moved into pre-development. My first horror script, based on
true events, is slated to film in 2025, and | feel incredibly fortunate to have award-winning scripts
and shorts that reflect my hard work and passion. These accomplishments are a result of
perseverance, dedication, and a deep love for the craft. Even during moments of exhaustion and
frustration, | never gave up on my dream. If you persevere, believe in yourself, and stay committed to

your writing, success will follow.






















